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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to explore early childhood teachers’ perceptions regarding the
teaching and learning of reading and writing skills in children, and the relationship of
these perceptions with their instructional practices. To achieve this objective, a
questionnaire was developed consisting of two main dimensions: the first focused on
teachers’ perceptions of teaching and learning reading and writing skills in early
childhood, while the second examined their actual instructional practices related to
these skills. The study sample comprised 121 early childhood teachers selected
randomly. The descriptive-analytical method was employed.The findings revealed a
high level of agreement among teachers concerning the importance of several
educational philosophies, particularly the “readiness for reading” philosophy, which
received the highest average ratings. Moreover, the results indicated a clear tendency
among teachers to adopt instructional practices aligned with this philosophy. The
study also demonstrated a statistically significant positive correlation between
teachers’ perceptions of the three educational philosophies (readiness for reading,
reading first, and emergent literacy) and their related instructional practices.
Additionally, the results showed that teachers with longer years of experience and
those holding a bachelor’s degree exhibited a stronger inclination toward adopting the
“readiness for reading” philosophy.

Keywords: Teachers’ perceptions, Early childhood, Reading and writing skills,
Instructional practices.
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