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ABSTRACT
The current study investigates the impact of different discussion comment styles —

brief comments versus detailed comments—via the Blackboard system on cognitive
achievement and learning retention among female students in the Faculty of
Education at the University of Jeddah. A quasi-experimental approach was employed,
involving two experimental groups: one group used brief comments in their
discussions, while the other used detailed comments. The sample comprised 16
female students from the Faculty of Education, randomly assigned to the two groups.
An achievement test was administered both immediately after the intervention and
after a delay to assess cognitive achievement and retention. The Mann-Whitney U test
was used to compare the groups and determine the significance of any differences.
The results indicated that brief discussion comments were more effective than
detailed comments in enhancing cognitive achievement and learning retention. The
study recommends training teachers to formulate concise discussion comments and
promoting the use of brief comments in e-learning contexts.

Keywords: Discussion comments, brief comments, detailed comments, Blackboard,
achievement, learning retention.
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