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ABSTRACT

This study sheds light on the educational thought of the Sufis in terms of their
scientific and social activities during the era of the Great Seljuk Sultans in the Seljuk
State (429-486 AH / 1037-1093 AD), who worked to encourage Sufism, especially by
the minister Nizam al-Mulk al-Tusi. He established nizamiyyah schools, khangahs
(Sufi lodges), and ribats (frontier fortresses), providing housing and salaries for
scholars and students. This period marked a golden era for the growth of educational
thought among the Sufis, highlighting their role as a moral, spiritual, and social
movement that contributed to the establishment of educational values. The Sufis are
considered to possess a comprehensive educational system that combines practical
and scientific frameworks, which influenced the formation of generations capable of
merging knowledge and moral values. Therefore, the Sufis had their own unique
educational and intellectual approach, distinct from other trends. The study revealed
its sources, characteristics, and features, as well as the foundations and principles that
Sufi scholars relied upon in educating the learner. It also covered the conditions and
methods of teaching in the nizamiyyah schools, ribats, and khangahs, and the qualities
that the teacher and learner should possess to be fit for spiritual elevation. The social
and political environment during this period was conducive to spreading their views
and ideas and promoting their scientific principles, which thrived and became
prominent due to this official support. It also played a pioneering role in the spiritual
development of individuals, in addition to confronting Shiite thought and curbing its
spread in the Islamic world, particularly in Baghdad and Nisapur, thereby reducing
sectarian and jurisprudential conflicts, as well as the esoteric groups that troubled the
state and disturbed its security.

Keywords: Seljuk Sultans, Sufis, nizamiyyah schools, ribats, educational thought.
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