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ABSTRACT

The subject of this research is the study of the philosophy of the Husayni movement
within the framework of the idea that the primary and foundational objective of Imam
Husayn, his family, and his companions was a martyrdom project aimed at achieving
both political and religious goals. This perspective is known as the Political
Martyrdom Approach, a well-known approach among contemporary Shiite circles.
According to this view, Imam Husayn’s ultimate goal was martyrdom in the way of
God, and the ensuing aims pertain to political matters intended to awaken the future
consciousness of the Muslim community. These include the overthrow or weakening
of Umayyad rule, or the cultivation of a mature religious-political awareness within
the ummah that would enable it to take responsibility for transforming its religious,
social, and political reality. It may also involve demanding the rightful religious
leadership (imamate) through martyrdom and rejecting the caliphate of Yazid.

Many contemporary Imami scholars present this approach as an alternative to the
Revolutionary Political Approach, which interprets Imam Husayn’s movement as an
attempt to seize power, reclaim the usurped caliphate, or respond to the call for
allegiance from the people of Kufa.

The conclusion reached in this study is that this approach is not valid as a historical
reading of the Husayni uprising, due to the lack of credible evidence and its
contradiction with historical accounts related to the movement.

The methodology adopted in this study is a historical-analytical approach to the
Imami interpretation of the Husayni uprising, followed by a critical analysis of related
texts through examination of primary sources, and then a comparative methodology to
highlight the outcomes and differences between various interpretive approaches.

Keywords: approaches, political martyrdom, Imam Husayn, Husayni revolution,
Husayni movement.
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