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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore the principles of the circular economy and examine ways
to integrate them into the social studies curricula in general education stages in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study adopted a qualitative approach using grounded
theory, with data collected through document review and semi-structured interviews
with 11 experts in curricula and the circular economy. Data were analyzed inductively
to understand the phenomenon. The results revealed five main principles of the
circular economy related to production, consumption, and waste management. The
study also confirmed that social studies curricula can incorporate circular economy
concepts in environmental education areas, such as energy conservation, waste
management, biodiversity, and climate change. Additionally, the study identified
scientific, cultural, technical, and developmental challenges that may face curriculum
development. The findings suggest that integrating circular economy principles into
social studies curricula represents an important step toward sustainable education,
raising environmental awareness, and developing the skills needed to address
environmental and social challenges.

Keywords: Circular economy, Social Studies Education, public education.
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